General Considerations and Conclusions      351

dominance in any great change, all persuading themselves
that they need and will have radical reforms ? Is it really
the fact that the strength developed by reformed Japan
has lifted the depression of centuries from all Asiatics, and
excited them to an imitation which must of course finally
break up the ancient quietude? We cannot answer the
question, but we can testify that one of the ablest of Anglo-
Indian officials was startled and bewildered by finding that
in remote villages north of Kashmir, and in the large valley
of the Brahmaputra, every Japanese victory was welcomed
by an illumination. The fact is often questioned, but there
undoubtedly is a comity of Asia, which is at least as operative
as the comity of Europe. Or is it possible that an emotion
akin to the one which produced the Crusades, and, though
not so directly connected with any religious impulse, still
fatal to quiescence, is sweeping through Asia from Nagasaki
to the Bosphorus, stirring up races which for ages have
slept the sleep of content, but are now determined to advance
upon some path, mental or physical, which they think open ?
The thing occurred when the barbarians rose in Rome, and
again when science in its second revival told men that the
sun, in spite of the evidence of their eyes, did not rise and
set What the result will be we know as little as our
readers; but of this we feel assured that the relations of
the continents will be permanently altered, or, it may be
more exact to write, the widespread effort to alter that
relation will call upon the white man for new exertions,
and, above all, for new and careful meditation. That we
of Europe are the superiors we all firmly believe; but we
assume too readily that this superiority is acknowledged,
and are at once too confused and too presumptuous as to its
ultimate reasons."

This movement is being watched by the peoples of the
West with considerable anxiety, as it threatens to upset the
conditions which have existed for generations and which have
allowed them to assume a monopoly not only of political
power, but also to a considerable extent of economic